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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
(To accompany H. R. 6480] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 


(H. R. 6480) for the relief of Elaine Irving Hedley, having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 
mends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the minor adopted child of citizens 
of the United States the status of a nonquota immigrant which is the 
status normally enjoyed by the alien minor children of United States 
citizens. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 6-year-old child who was born in the 
British West Indies and who has been adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Wil- 
liam Hedley, American citizens of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

The pertinent facts in the case are contained in the following letter 
dated February 8, 1952, to the chairman of the Subcommittee on Im- 
migration of the Judiciary Committee of the House of Representatives 
from the Chief of the Visa Division of the Department of State: 

FEBRUARY 8, 1952 
Hon. Francis E. WaAtrterR, 
House of Representatives. 

My Dear Mr. Wa ter: I refer to my conversation with Mr. Walter Bester- 
man over the telephone on February 5, 1952, concerning the immigration visa 
case of Elaine Carole Irving Hedley, a 6-year-old child who has been adopted by 
Mr. and Mrs. William Hedley, American citizens of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

The child who was born in Jamaica, British West Indies, is chargeable to the 
British quota. Preliminary application for a nonpreference immigration visa 
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under the British quota was made on the child’s behalf at the consulate general at 
Kingston, Jamaica, on November 27, 1950. However, in view of the large number 
of aliens who applied at the consulate general before the date of the application 
on behalf of Elaine Hedley, and the limited staff available for visa work at that of- 
fice, an indeterminate period of time is expected to elapse before it will become 
possible for the consul to take final action in her case. 

The Honorable Edna F. Kelly, a Member of the House of Representatives, has 
inquired whether the Department might amend the Code of Federal Regulations. 
or otherwise instruct the consulate general to give priority in the consideration 
of cases of nonpreference applicants, to those involving minor adopted children. 

The Department is reluctant to establish a priority for minor adopted children, 
particularly since Congress has specifically omitted to give preferential treatment 
to the cases of adopted children unless the adoption took place prior to January 
1, 1924. I may point out, also, that an amendment of the Code of Federal 
Regulations to give priority to minor adopted children might make it possible 
for a large number of visa applicants under 21 years of age, who desire to come to 
the United States for domestic work or for other purposes, to avoid awaiting their 
turns on the appointment list at the consulate general, through adoption by per- 
sons in the United States. 

It is understood that H. R. 6480, a bill for the relief of Elaine Irving Hedley, 
was introduced by Mrs. Kelly on February 6, 1952. Since administrative relief 
is not available within a reasonable period of time, the Department would inter- 
pose no objection to the consideration of such a bill by your committee. 

With my every good wish, I am, 

Sincerely vours, 
H. J. L’Heurevx, 
Chief, Visa Division. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 6480) should be enacted. 
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